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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


]J OH N 


Earl of Mar/eborough, 8C. 


My Good Lord and Patron. 


Right Honourable, 


Here 1s a Fuſtice due to Virtue where- 
ſoever Seated, and while we ſtrive 
we ſhould not deprive them of thoſe Hynour s 
which are due to their Merits, and which 
render them truly Honourable and Illuſtrious. 


Nor ſhould I decline to diſplay to the World 


thoſe of your Honour which have fo much 
adornd and bleſs d it, could I bus fiad Words 
conformable to my Duteous Sentiments, and the 
Degnity of the Subjeff. But leaving that as 
a Tack for ſome more equal Pen, ! ſhall on- 
ly by my Boldaeſs declare your Honours o_ 

neſs. 


to ſhun all Adulation of the Great, 


— 


YE ———_ wg p 
A Dedication. 


neſs, whileſs 1 preſent to your Honour in Te- 


ftumony of my Duty and Gratitude, that which 


mdeed needs your Patronage and Protettion ; 
Nor need 1 doubt, (while 1 expoſe the follow- 


114 Diſcourſe to the Benefit [ hope of ſome, and 
the Cenſure of all) but that your Honours Mo- 


deration ſo well known to all Men, will 6: 
auſpicious to the Weak, Endeavours of 


Your Honours 
Moſt Humble and 
Moſt Obedient Servant 


Eadm. Wood - 


Martiz. 


Marth. VI. XXXUTI. 
But ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of Goda and hi 
Rrghteou/neſs, and all theſe things ſhall be 
added unto Jou. 


[1R Bleſſed Saviour having obſerved 
how the greater part of Mankind be- 
{tow'd ali their enceavours for the 0b- 
taining the fading Treafures of this 

World, (as the Particle {But | referring to the 

Context gives Intimation) does from the.19th ver, 

of this Chapter, dehorr'them from a too vigorous 

purſuance of theſe Earthly things, earneſtly per- 
iwading them to employ their time and pains 1n 

{eeking after things above, ſaying, Lay mor up for 

your ſelves a Treaſure on Earth where the moth and 

ruſt corrnupteth and where Thieves break through and 
ſteal , but lay u# for your ſelves a Treaſure in Heaven 
where the moth and ruſt corrupteth not, aud where 

Thieves byeak not through nor ſteal > neverthelels 

he conſiders that we are Fleſh as well as Spirit, and 

that our Bodies are to be ſuſtained as well as our 

Souls, and that Temporal Bleſſings, Meat and 

Drink and Rayment are neceſlary tor us 1n this 

Life, Our Father which 1s in Heaven, he tells us, 

knows that we have need of theſe things, and 

that if wetruft to his Providence he will not lee 
us want them : Nay, he would have us ſeek after 
them ton, only he puts us 1n the right Way and 

\{er!ind of obtaining them, and that is by ſeeking 

firſt tis Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs 

(:.e.) he advilcs ns to be good if we wou d be hap- 

Py, and to ſecure to our felves the Bleflings of this 

ute by cſtabliining 1n the firſt place our Eterna! 

B Happinets 
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Happineſs in the next : And indeed conticering 
the natural Propenſity of Men to gather Riches and | 
Poſſeſſions in this World, there could not certain- 
ly have been a more proper and prevailing Argua 
men: to move Men to be mindful of Religious Du- 
ries than by oftering to them ſuch Conſiderations. 
The greateſt Humane Wiſdom and Travels might 
perhaps fail of procuring to Men even theſe Tem- 
poral Bleſſings, or at leaſt from ſecuring them for 
fear of looling z but our Saviour ſhews us an in- 
fallible way of obtaining and allo of preſerving 
them, Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righ=- 
tecuſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added nnto you. 
By the Kingdom of God we may underſtand, ei- 
ther the Kingdom of Grace in this World, that is 
ais ſpecial and gracious Government over, and il- 
lumination of Men's hearts, moving them to be- 
lieve his Promiſes and perform his Will, of which 
It is ſaid In Rom. 14.17. The Kingdom of God is 
Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy 1n the Holy 
Ghoſt, and in the 17th of St. z##e at the 21th verlie. 
Behold the Kingaom of God ts within or (as the Ori- 
ginal | 2:75; vugy] imports) among yu, Or elle 
the Kingdom of Glory, that is his bleſſed and glo- 
ious Eſtate, wherein he Reigns with Myriads of 
Saints for ever full of Celeſtial Ma jeſty and'Felicity, 
of which 1t is ſaid, 1 Cor. E. 9. Xnow ze not that 
the wariohteos ſhall not inherit the Kiuodim 71 f God? 
In both thele Acceptations we arc to {eek and 
labour for this Kingdom, and therefore for his 
Righteouſnels allo as a Qualification 1 
cellary for the Attainment thereof. It is called [h1s? 
Righteouſneſs 9nzovks rs cither fur thar afl 
good Gilts and Graces proce. d trom him : or to dj. 
ftioguith it from that, which Men falflv call, 


ct 


blolutely ne- 
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On Matthew VI. XXXIII 


not unprobably refiecting on the Phariſees, and 
{uch as prided themſelves in their own Righteout- 
nels, Quod arutem fulget ante venios hominum ſordet 
in cenſpetfs Dei. Or to intimatc tous, that we 
ſhould frive afrer the higheſt degree of Chriftian 
Graces z that the Imperiection of our preicnt State 
is capable of, ſince we have for our Copy no lets 
than the Righteoutineſs of God himfſelt, This 
word Righteculnels being of a comprehenſive l1g- 
nfcation 12 moſt places of holy Scripture, and 
doubtleſs 1s in this, (ifat leaſt we may meaſure the 
extent of the Duty by the Latitude of the Reward 
' annex'd toit; io as to denote to us the whole Duty 
ot a Chriſtian, - as it relates to God or Man. I ſhall 
not therefore uſe any more Words of Explication, 
the Senſe of theſe Words being plain and obvious 
to each Appreheniion, and contain in them this 
following Propoſition or Dire&ttenPo-7+ -- 


wo 


ou OO CAA TA” 2 OO OP I. 


That Almighty God will by no means ſuffer us 142. 


to want any of the Neccilaries of this Lite ; provi- 
ded we make them not & the utmoſt end of our 
Deſires and Endeavours, but propound to our 
ſelves an higher and noblerOtjet; namely, the 
Glory of God, and Salvation of our Souls. Or thus, 

That if we firſt of all, and chiefly take care to 
pleaſe God in living according to the Rules he has 
preſcribed, and thit in order to 9ur Happineſs in 
the next Lite, he will aTuredly give us all things 
that are neceilary to {upport us in this. Which 
Propoſition of our Saviour?s 15 no other than a Con- 
ditional Promiſe. I ſhall therefore in the following 
Diſcourſe ſpeak. 

Firſt, Ot the Reaſonableneſs of the Condition 
contained therein ; to make Heavenly Things the 
krftand chief ObjeR of our Defires and Endea- 

D'.2 VOUrs. 
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vours, and conſequently to let this World with the 
goog Things thereof to poſleis only a tecond Piace 
12 our Minds; Sect e firſt the Kingarm of Goa ang 
bis Righteonſucſs * : 

28l;, I ihail endeavour to [iuſtrate and Explain 
the Truth and Limitation of the Promile it [e't, ad 
«ll theſe things ſpall be adaed unto you : 

3dly, Aniwer ſome Objections which may Þ2 
offered againſt it. And, 

41y,Make ſome briefApplicationirom the whole, 

Firſt, Then of the Reaſonableneſs of the Condi- 
tion or Caution, to make Heavenly Things the 
chief Obje& of our Deſires and Endeavours. And 
this I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, not trom the inh- 
nite Excellencies both of the Quality aad Dura- 
tion of the Heavenly Enjoyments beyond thoſe of 
this World, in Reference wheretothey hold no De- 
gree of Compariſon, but by repreſenting ſome of 
rnoſe Prejudices which corrupt the Judgments of 
Men, and by which they are commonly alienated 
fram ſeeking after their true and proper Intereſ?. 
That it is Men's Duty to ule tneir honeſt Endea- 
vours to get a Competency of the Goods of 
this World 1s ſo far from being denyed 
by the Sacred Scriptures, that the Apoſtle 
tells us ; That he who proviaes art for his own, eſpeci- 
a.iy thoſe of hys ewn houſe is wor(e than an infidel, and 
ha; deayed the Faith, and our Bleſied Saviour, when 
he Exhorts us to {eek the Kingdom of Ged in the 
Arſt place, does by no means 1n the ſecond place ex. 
clude or diſapprove Men's honeſt endeavours and 
labour to obtain the neceſſaries of this Life: He 
that will not work, let him not eat, ſays the Apoſtle ? 
Every particular Man (as our Church Catcchiſme 


truly Teaches) ought to Learn and Labour truly ro 


get 
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get his own Living in. that State' of Life unto 
which it has pleaſed God to call him: All ths Dan» 
ger that our Saviour Cautions,of, is leſt we make 
to2'c Eartlly T itings our priacip.l Care and chicf. 
Buſineſs in this World £ And really this Caution 
15 but too neeCtul and requiſite if we confider, 

Firſt of all the Inclination and Temper of Man- 
kind, who are by their N:ture wonderfuily At- 
fected wih Temporal and Senficive Things : The 
Things of this World bear ſuch a Reixtion and 
correſpondency to our Aﬀe&ions. that we are ve- 
ry eagerly carried onto the Enjoyment of them, 
to inſtance 1n [OMe of the more common 2nd re- 
gular deſires of Nature: How does Hunzer and 
Thirſt endear theſe Earthly Bleftings to us? For 
the Demo aſtr, ation w hereof, | need not Introduce 
the Words of our S4V IOUr, when he lays, 'twas 
his meat «nd drink te dy the will : of bis Father 5 to in- 
timate tous ths delightfulneſs of the Exerciſc ; 
nor need I produce the Authority of Apollontizes 
Thy:aens,Diſputing with the Scholars of arches, _ ch 
or Travel as far as 1naza for Arguments £© EVINCE er uazgy 
that the greateſt and moſt natural Aﬀc&ion of Min , <.- 
ts to preſerve Life, fince all Men but the Lunatick 7. /- - 
or D-i{perate evidently ownit, and therefore de- 
fire the Means of its Preſervation, =s eacih Day 
and Hour gives ſufficient Teſtimony * and as 4 
eh equence of this, it is no wonder i! M- ney ho 

hich 15 the Root or Procurer.of the'e < 302d, 
welt :S evil Things, be likewiſe Iighly V: Ined. 
and Induſtrioully {ought for; thus « fart” Mece Vo 
fitics of HumaneLife, render the Things Fe eor 
d<iirible, even to the ſoberly minded, but when 
Me 1 ONCE give Liberty to their Irrc2ulzr Appe- 
mites, how fiercely then do they purſuc the% Exrih- 


ty 
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ly Things | So impetuouſly then arc they carried 
on to the gratifying all their wild Exccites, that 
nothing can ſatisfiz or check their Fury but what 
deſtroys their Being. I might here delcend to a 
particuler Survey of the various Propenlicies of 
Mankind, and rhe difterent Obj<R ot their Minds ; 
bur fecing the Apoitle has alrexdy Rank'd them 
unde: three Herds {r. e,) the Lult of the Fleſh, the 
Luft ot the Ey+, and the Pride of Life, Pleafure. 
Riches, cr Vain-7!ory 2; 1 ihail conciucie this partt- 
cular, with reterence to the Bread of all Men 

ze:i2 things arenot the univerſal 
Obje& of their Natural and Unreſtrained Appe- 
tites. This is the #i-1* that our Nature Prompts 
us to the Things of this World. 

Secoxdiy, Tt we conlider the Education and Cu- 
ſtomes of Men, theſe very much diſpolc'em to the 
Things and Buſineſs of this World, and to a Neg- 
ligence and Carelefsnefs in prepating for the next. 

If Men's Nature only prompted then! to covet 
and (eek aſter thele Earthly Things, this alone 
might be thought ſaihcient to render them very 
dear and grateful , but when they have been Trat- 
ned up, and long Accuſtomed to the Rules and 
Methods of Acquiring them, and (I may !zy) Ado- 
ring them, and that by their Parents cr Tutors, 
whole Examples they have too , moreover that it 
is the Cultomof all the World befides to jeck after 
thele Things with all the Sedulity and Pains ima- 


2inable, as if their whole Religion were placed 


raerein, who can wonder if weaker Judgments 
preſently take up a Fancy that they were Born for 


no other End ? Or whilſt they behold the univer- 


ial Carelelsnels of others in not laying fo much as 
2ng Stone towards the Building of their Hea- 
venly 


re ns - 
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venly Habitation, who can think that they thou'd 


ever fix their Minds on Heaven, or go about to: 
teek the Kingdom of Gcd and his Rightcoulnefs, 


andia the mean time vanquilt the Powers both of 
a firſt and ſecond Nature ? 

Thirdly, The Quality of the Things themſelves 
do fo totally poflels the Minds of Men, exacting 
{0 1atire an Intention to them, as will very difh- 
cultly aumit them Time or Means lerioutly to con- 
lider of their Eternal State, _ 

The Things of this World having fo great an In- 
Auence over Mankind, as is jaid, deal ar length by 
him as Phayach did by the 1{raclites ; whentoever 


they have any gocd Motion to ſeck and lerve the 


Lord, the World offers new Baits and adds to 
their former Drudgery that of ſatisfying ſome 
new Luſt, There 1s {uch an Intertcxture and AFf- 
finity among the Things of this World, that the 
obtaining ot one does but raife Men's endeavours 
for the compalling of more, their Succeſs in one 
Labour <xpoling them to a thouſand others : Has 
a Min obtaincd a Competency ? He then wants 
Plenty 3 Has lie got that too ? [hen he wants Su- 
perfluity. Nay, when he has filPd up, and glut- 
ted hisAvarice (if we may fo ſpeak of that which is 
inſatiable) he has but juſt then laid the Founda- 
tion, over which Pride and Senſuality are to be 
the glittering and lofty Superſtructure, which 
will be ſure to find him Work enough, fo that he 
ſhall not be Idle, that is, he ſhall have no letture 
for Divine Employ ments, Thole that arc of the 


poorett Rank of 2il, are commonly very interit up. 
on raiiag their Fortune, and think it their Virtue 


| other Duites, that they may attend on 
and 10 the mean time very uneake, 
Curiinc 


to omit al 
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Curſing their Stars and Murmuring againit Pro- 
vidence : and as {cme {it down in alazy and UNI. 
duſtrious Deipair, others whilſt they reſolutely 
ftriveto ſtrike out their own Fortune, are re2uy to 
aſcribe the Succe'5 to the Work of their own 
Hands alone, forgetcing that God to whom they 
ſhould firſt of all kiave made Appiication, Over- 
rules as well as Overſces zl things, and that what- 
ſoever they do, orthail enjPy, 1s wholly owing to 
the Gracious Fizt of the Divine Goorinels : I might 
here Intance farther 1n all the leveral Eitztes, Con- 
ditions, ':nd Orders of Men, Tradeimen, Artit- 
cers, Husb1:dmen, Men of all Dearecs, Callings, 
and Per{4ztions, even in pretended Maticrs of Kke- 
ligion, howſoever otherwile differing and difcor- 
danr, do neverthelels all of them agree in this par- 
ticular, and do all concentre in this: Point, are all 
for mincing this h:c Age for Buying Cheap, and 
_ Selling Dcar, by any means to z@vance their E- 
ſtates, and procure the good Tinings of this World, 
and to this they are for the moit part fo fx'd and 
rivetted, {oimmeoderately ob$inate in the puriuit 
of that, they cannot wear the leaſt thought of In- 
rerrupitton, or Avocation. For this they will 
riſe Early, and take late Reſt, and Eat the Bread 
of Carefulne's, for this they Swear and Toyl a- 
way their weary Days, and in the Night repeat 
in Dreams their daily Labours, for th:s they ha- 
zard their immortal Souls, and that dear Body 
too, for which they all this while have Labour'd, 
beccming by degrees Enthuſiaſted to this preſent. 
Wcrld, that is to ſay, of ſo Dead a Senle to all 


Thoughts of Futurity, that they look upon all 
thole «5 Foo!s who go about to reclaim them of 
their Fo!lr, and who are not led on to the tame 


dearec 
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degree of ſtupidity 3 lo Jutte mindic g that Pre- 
cept of our Saviour , Seek ye firſt the kinods: 4 0f God 
and his Righteouſneſs ; that they then only begin to 
think of {eeking to that Kingdom, when they can 
2nz0y this exrthly Kingdom with ics Mammon of 
Uarignteouſlncls no longer. So great Reaſon had 
aur Blefled Saviour to caution Men, and as it were 
Article and Indent with them not to ſet their 


Hearts on thele low inferior things, becauſe they | 


were thercby ſo likely to be for ever held in Bon- 
dage, 2nd almoſt cut off from all hopes of Liberty 


to ſeek and (erve the Lord, 
Fonrthly, A fourth Realon whictk: makes the 


Things of this World (ſo deſirable, even to good 
Men, and which were indeed excnlable, did it 
not too often.raile their deſires to excels, or put *em 
upon Precanzeas and baſe Methods of procuring 
them, Is the many Hardſhips and AfMlictions, to 
which the want of theſe things expoſes Men and 
hereby I do not mean thole Grievances which affet 
the Body, tho' that too becomes a fellow Sufferer 


(as I betore intimated) but I mean thoſe which to 


an hone and generous mind, are far more inſup- 
portable. that is to lay, the Contempr. Scan- 
dals and R EPro 2ch ro which Poverty hath been at 


all rimes liable. The poor Man, as one truly fays, 
beinn lie an urnrooft Houle, unfenced and tzſheltered 


Far!*s M4. 
Crocohmg 


'S 
from the Guts of the ivorta, w hich blow ir: contin ally grathy. 


upon hit ot all Quarters ; if he has atiy good parts 
in him, th: y lie dead upon his Hanas for want of Em- 
rloyment. e104 his Virtues are look'd por 25 Ul placed, 
As that {ay of bim he is an honeſt Mas, 


4 CUP32 + {5 FE F777 
all truſt a Knave £ Lefare | him; butit any thing like 


Vice be ſeen in him, 25-w ho is ſree from Error, 


how loon his lealt flip or miſtake 15 magaihed into 
oe . the. 
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the moſt ligitious and capital Crime; nay, of- 
tentimes his very Virtues ſhall be his blemith, and 
by putting a falie colour on them made Tettcr of 
Calumny and Accuſation, fewMen making : Cor- 
ſcience of loading ſuch a one with the touleſt A- 
ſperfions ; and many from afalg way of Piuloic- 
phizing, will draw Arguments of Men's Guilt from 
the very Afﬀlictions which they ſuffer ; thus Fov's 
Friends had never took upon them (o pertly (and 
in ſhew religioutly) to upbraid his Vices if they 
had not ſeen his Calamities, nor could the 1elzre- 
ans think-any otherwiſe of St. Pau/, but that he 
was ſome notorious Malefa&tor, (a Murtherer at 
leaſt) when they faw the Viper faſten on his Hand ; 
and *ti!s- more than probable (becauſe foretold of 
him by the Prophet 1/4/44) that not only our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour's free and compaſſionate converſe with 
Pablicans and Sinners, but his Poverty too in re- 
ſpect of the things of this World, made the Few- 
ſo bold, as contemptuoully to term him a Wine- 
bibber and a Glutton, not that they knew any ſuch 
thing by him, but that it 1s cuſtomary, eſpecially 
among vulgar Heads to ſtigmatize without (cruple, 
deſpiſed and unarmed Poverty with any ſcanda- 
tous, though never fo unjuſt Imputations, ſuch as 
veing Unjuſt, Unkind, Unfaithtul, Undutiful, 
Uncivil, Unchriſtian, and many other Terms of 
the ſame Bran, which as they are Burthens ver 

hard to bear, foare they likewiſe the Tryals of our 
Strength, and are toadd to our Chriſtian Trophy 
thoſe Tearsand Prayers which are the Weapons 
o! our paſtive Valour. And indeed, if Solozncy b- 
ierves of Oppreſſton that it makes a wile Man 
mad, he certainly muſt have more than Solomos's 
Witdom, and have Shoulders ſtronger than thoſe 
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the Poets feigned of Atias, who can always ltand 
rect under lo ponderous a Burchen, and who does 
not at ome time or 0: her make Defle&tions below 
the Dignity of his Proteflion or his Nature. Thee 
are ſome of thoſe Reaſons | thought fit to menticn. 
which do endear to us the things of this Woris, 
and gave occaſion to our Saviour's Admonirtion in 
the Text. Seek ye firſt the Eiagdom of God ana v1: 
Righteouſneſs. 

I ſhall now proceed to the i:cond thing I pro- 
pounded, which was to illuſtrate and explain the 
limitation and truth of the Promilec it felt, az al/ 
theſe things ſhall be added unto you. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour ſceing all Men, as has been 
{a1d, very tudious of obtaining the bleſſings of this 
lite, does according to that Divine Goodnels and 
Wiſdom whereby he uled to inſtili Spiritual Noti- 
ons into the minds of Men, by the coniideration 
of temporal things , moſt excellently convert and 

improve this their carnal lnfirmity, into a good 
means of inciting them to the knowledge of God, 
. and performance of their Duty ; for it they defired 
the good things of this World, to whom tſhou'd 
they more rationally apply themſelves, than to that 
God who Created them z and from whom every 
good and perfect Gift comes * He corrects their 
Errour, and reforms their Judgments, and puts 
them in the dire& and only way to obtain their 
Ends, not by @bbery and Treachery, Plotting, or 
falſe Coyning, not by Sharping (as it is called) and 
Over-reaching our leſs wary, tho' more honeſt 
Neighbour ,amaſſing up per fas, & xe fas, by right 
or wrong, huge heaps of Treaſure which are ſub. 
je& both to Ruſt and Robbery $ not by flattering 


our ſelves in the contemplation of our full Barns, 
C3 from 
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from which in aa inſtant we may be ſnatched a- 
way, not by over caring, and carking, and 1:bo- 
ripg, 2nd macerating our ſelves in the purſuit of 
theis things, which notwithſtanding all our tra- 
vil we 2s often mils of as obtain, and which do 
not always prove Bleſſings, but by meth uds plarn, 
regular, and rational, not only reſulting and de- 
duceabie from the Light of Nature, but confenta- 
neous and approvable to the. Will of God, Srex ye 
firit the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, and all 
theſe things [hall ve aaded unto you ; do but be and 
comport your {elt as every good Chriſtian thould , 
endeavour firſt of all to diſcharge a good Con- 
ſcience towards God and your Neighbour, and 
then as you thall not fail of Eternal Happineſs at 
the end of your Stage, ſo you thall want no good 
thing that is neceſſary for your Entertainmenr 2nd 
Refreſhment by the way. 

Firſt then, we are here to premiſe, that when 
our Bleſſed Saviour (ays all theſe things, he does 
by no means intimate, as though we ſhowd all 
pals our Voyage here with Pomp and Magnif- 
cence, with abundance of Wealth and a nume- 
rous Equipage. (This being the Portion only of 
the Kings, izrinces, and Nobles of the Earth, 
whom for their eminent Virtues and Princely En- 


$erm. 0: 
Pi. 19.11 
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inſcrutable Wiſdom thinks fir to raiie to that 
Dignity, and who for the moſt part are happier 
in the Eyes of others than their own) but that we 
{hall not want a competent ſupply for all the nece/- 
ſities of humane Life. Although, 

Secondly, the Practice and Exerciſe of Chriſtian 
Duties, as the late elegant Archbiſhop Ti4orſo:7 
very truly demonſtrates, do of their own Nature 

WOn- 
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wor.dertuily conduce to the improvement of our 
 Fortures and Haeppinets in this World, by exciting 
us to a well governed Diiigence and Induſtry 1: 
our feveral Vocations, by reſtraining In. us thole 
Exceſics and Exorbirancies which naturally tend 
ro Poverty and Want, beſides the particular Blef- 
1:ng5 of God upon thoſe that tirft ſeek uaty him and 
depend upon his Providence. 

Third'y, Wherein the Veracity and Trath of 
this Promile of our Blefled Saviour does farther and 
mere ſully appear : The Knowledge of God and 
our Dury teaches us to circumicribe and bound our 
Appztites, to proin and lop off the Luxuriancies, 
to moderate our AﬀecCtions and Dcfires, and to be 
cyntented with ſuch a Portion of this Wor'lds 
Goods, as Gcd of his Grace ſhall aſſign and diftri- 
bute to each of us, and even the light of Nature 
will teach us that the happineis ot this life does 
not confilt in the abundance of outward Wealth 
which a Man potleſſeth, but in an inward tranqui!- 
liry and peace of Mind. Epricures that Wile, Tem- 
perate and Virtuous Heathen, however 1njuriouſly 
traduced by the ignorance or envy of later Ages, 
has left incomparable documents in his Morals up- 
on this Subject, tothe reproach of the generality 


of Chriſtian Praiſe, He has told us, that the ge doc 
MS Colle. 


only-way-to make any one Rich indeed, is not by ;;,..,; 
adding to his Riches, but by detrating from his Evicurus'. 
Deſires for thoſe cnly are truly and properly ſaid to 4 
be Rich inaeia, fo whem Riches are ſuperiors, that 
is thoſe wio bave brought their minds to a ave mudera- 
tion in reſpedt of theſe thinzs, which moacration he 
aefraes to be that aiſpoiition of mind which maxes 4 
Mat contented with a little, and thatwhich they can 
hardly poſſe(s a greater cood ; this confiaerca, [aith he, 

| let 
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let us endeavour to content our ſelies in voir Stations, 
remembering that not all the wealth if the world con- 
ge/rea into one heap can avail in the leaſt me ure fo 
cure the leaſt arſeiſe ir perturbation of the iz ; 
where ts mean Riches as they are the occaſion of 710 £07 

er ether paſſioa auring life, ſo will it not ve rievorus 
to us to part with therr, when we thiz* of Death; mr- 
ſerable truly ars the minas of thoſe Men, 43a ther 
hearts ſurrounded with blindneſs, why (pena they 
aarys in ſcraping together more than ſufficient , ama 
that with (ſuch greeaine(s, as if they meant to out- 
live Dearh, to prevent want in their Grazes, or h14 
newer bethourht themſelves of the wncertaint , of Life, 


and how acadly a Pition we all arizk of at cur wer» 
entrance into the world, what, theo this meaner dc- 
gree of Riches do not afford thoſe delights which vul- 
gar minds ſo much love aud court f yet Nature does not 
want 'em, nor aves ſhe in the mean time ceaſe to yield 
great delight in the fruition of mcer neceſſaries. The 
chief Reaſon why Men covet abunaance of Riches is 
common! y tothe end they may gratifie their Sen nality, 
or Ambition, or Luxury, and the like; and he that 
i without theſe irregular Appetites need nit be ſelli. 
cots to procure the means of their Grat!fication: : 
Thus far Epicuys on this Subject, and this even the 
Light of Nature inſtructed the Wiſer among the 
Heathen. Now our Chriſtian Religion does con- 
ſtantly call upon us to mortifie our incrdinate de- 
fires, not faſhioning our elves as the Apoſtle {peaks 


I Pet. 1. 14. according to our former Luſts in our 


. Ignorance, but as he that hath called us is Holy, 


!'0 ought we to be Holy in all manner of Conver- 
jations Feraſmuch as ye know {(aith he) verſe 18. 
that ye were net reaeemed with corruptible things 4 
Sifver and Gold from your vain converſation, recei- 


ea 
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ved by traaition from your fat hers, tut with the pre- 
cions bloog of Chriſt, Aha St. Fohs to diſcourage us 
from fixing our hearts too much on theſe tranlient 
things, telis us 10 1 Epiſt. 2. 16, 27. That all thar 
is in this World, the Luſt of the Fleth, the Lutt of 
the Eye, and the Pride of Life, for all their gi1t- 
tering Shew and powerful Attraction, are never- 
thelels not of the Father, bur of this preſent World, 
which 1n a ſhort time ſhall paſs away, together 
with the Luſts thereof, when he that does the Will 
of God ihill not do io, bur ſhall abide tor ever, 
And St. Paul who had ſo moderated his Appetites, 
thit he knew how to want, and how to abound, 


_— 


Phil, a. I I * 
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and learned 1n all Conditions to be content, in Cc, 
2.2.Exhorts us all to ſet our affeftion: on things above, 
not on things on the earth, and at V. 5. Aortifie there- 
Fore y:ur members witch are upn the earth, fore 
ication, uncleannels, inordinate affefion, Cc com- 
expiſcence, and covetouſneſs, which is iaolatry, Ana 
in Heb. 12.5. Let your converſation be without cove- 
ronſueſs, and be content with ſuch things as you hi5e 
for ke hath ſaia, 1 will never leave thee nor forſate 


= Es 


1Tim 6,5. 


thee, It were endleſs to run through al! thols 


Texts which teach this temper and moderation of 
Mind, and Retrenchment cf our carnal Apperites ; 
By what has been ſaid, you may perceive, that not 
only natural Reaſon, bur ſupernatural Wiſdom en- 
j2yns the ſamething, and which theretore furely 
ought to have the greater In{luence upon us, be- 
cauls we are thereby, not only working out 2 
temporal and ſenſitive Reward, but aipiiing to a 


far more tranſcendent and durabie Recompence 


inthe Kingdom cf God. Z 
But here in the third place to this Ditcourle it 
may be yct objected ; that although a mean For- 
tune 
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tune may very well conſiſt with the happine!s of hu- 
mane Lite, and be agreeable to that Promile of our 
Saviour, that all theſe Fac. ſhall be adageu unto ns : 


yet how canthole poor Souls be [atd to be partarers 


of this Promiſe, who alitcho* perlons truiy tearing 
God, and ſecking him above all things, are never- 
theleſs funk down into the very loweſt degree ot 
Poverty, with all its melanchuly Concomitants 
aforementioned: And have we not known, or 
read, or heard of many good Chriſtians who have 

-riited for want ofthele things ? 

As this Objection is twotuld, I ſhall endeavour 


to give a twofold Aniwer. 


Firſt, As to the tow Eſtate we fee many good 
Men labour under, we arc to remember that God 
ſometimes ſuffers his dear C.hiidrea to undergo Ex- 
tremitics and Hardtiups, that he may reward their 
Patience, Faith, and Coritan.y, by this means 
proved with all manner of outward Blcflings after- 
ward. For his Promiſe (as ail others) is in the Fu- 
ture lence, ai! theſe things fold be addea) that 1s 
to lay, - not perhaps immediately, but in ſuch due 
time hcreaiter, as God in whole hand are the 
Times and Sealons, ſhall eftcerm moſt fir and pro- 
per for us ; of his we have {everal Inſtances in 
the Holy Scriptures. Fojeph was to be the mott 


k3 


Potent and wealthy Subject among the Egyptians, 
but firſt he was to be betraycd by his Brethren, and 
fold for a Slave, and though Innocent, to under 
g9an harc Captivity with Malefa&ors. So Tib war 
to abound in his latter Days with all manner c# 
Wezito and Honour, but he was firſt to be depai- 


vied ©: all things that he had, except his Life, and 


for which alone Men commonly think their Live 
deſirable z not to mention David and others, who 
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through many Difficulticsand Aﬀicugns have ar- 
rived to eminent Wealth and Dignity,- { bang 
the uſual Method of the Divine Providence to cxalt 
them that have been humbled, to raiſe them ove of 
their Puſt.and to 2dvance them to {ſuch a degrce of 
Proſperity, 2s may vindicate its Care, i © {gna- 
lize its Goodneſs, and in}tiv& Mankind, thi. ihe 
paticnt abiding of ihe Meek ſhall net otwaiys be 
torgotten, ſor though as the P/almrift ſay 5,7 12.6, 
v.nlt., Though the r1ghteons may po forth f'r « white 
ana weep, yet if they ao but bear the prect. ts feed, 
they (all arubtleſs C0772EC avaln with Yejayoin?, a7 
wot only ſo, but they ſhall bring their [he«'es with 
them. . | 

Secondly, That ſome periſh for want «©f theſe 
things. 

Altho' the number of {uch has been very few, 
and on the other hand, multitudes of Iniftances 
may be brought. of tuch, who in their greatelt 


Extremities have been miraculoutly rclieved and. 


{upporied, 215 Dantel, Elijih, the Widow of Zare- 
phath. The whole Nation of J7ſr-c 10 their long 
Pcregrination through the Wilderneſs, towards 
the promiled Land (a true Emblem of our Pilgri- 
mage here towards our heavenly Country) and 
thole many thoulands whom our Saviour ſed with 
a {mall quantity of Bread and Fiſhes. Yet granting 
that ſame have periſhed for want of theie things ; 
the Pious and Learned Doctor Taz/er gives no other 
than this round Aniwer : Then that's the Dileate 
they aretodie of 3 neverticlets, to be tornewhat 
more particular ; this deplorable and firal Cate has 
only kappene<d : Firſt, to fuch Perſons wito have 
falieninto the Kands of barbaroas and cruel Ty- 

I rants. 
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thc Truth thereof would Reaets mlainly and 
evidently appear z yet douvtie!s cur S2vi0Ur MEANT 
farthicr, atid we m ay PFORGUNCE MF FE Fs tively 


and compreheniiveiy.,, that every nd: dull 2cod 


Man is included therein, and .a partaker thereof, 


for all thoſe which truly fear God, and teck him 2- 


bove all things, cannvt pro perly be fd in the 
greatelt of cheir Advert irics a hwanciea really 


to wrt any of the Gocds of tius World, h:v: ng 


the 42.cnce of thoie lntinnely ſppiyid to them | 

the more immediate Preſence of God, v ho is $5 
very Fountain and Treaſure of all good O85, 
and by the full efluirance of a ſpeedy Palſare : 10t+) 
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I hive done with the three thin: g51. }aAC JP 
£ ſpeax too; Iihil now abrany $rofe Be 

Lourih ! Olace. 29 inzke me brief Anal. THT+ 

Fwliat hs ben {a1l, 2nd con nclude. Ana art, 
feet: fin? the K1713 44 f 6G A 22% ht 's Rinne {5 | Ie's:; 
Ii pre Our (eve; tar alt happv *Etate 1n 
the Life to come, be the realy way, nat oniy t9 
furure, but oreſen: HpnNineſs ;if we may 1mprove 
and iweeten to our feives our Cn dition, here, up- 
On Condicion we chiefly and prunarily 1ncend and 
provide for our Feitzity hereafter ; This {houd 
be a great Motive, even to the ! molt earthiy Com- 
plexion and grolicit Capacity, t9 apply themſelves 
to God and their Daty, if for as other Realon, yet 
for th? :2dvancing their Fortune, and mending 
their Eſtaces, for even the ſecular Advantages of 
Relizioa and Virtue are ſufficient Inducements to 
their Vrakic e, were there no other Rewards to be 
exp2Red hereaſter. Bur then. 

Secoaaly, Let 15 beware of Hypocrilic, for Re- 
ligion 1s a thioglo wonderiuliy promotive of our 
Temporal Inzere?, that the very Counterfeit of it. 
;s ſerviceab'e to thit end. This made the Pl2ri- 
'ces enlarge their PhilaRerys, and lengthen their 
Pray ers, 2nd took care t1 ſhew their Devotion 1n 
ioms ſuch convent ICAL Corners gr the Streets, as 
$27 might not fail of being popilir, 2534 obler- 
vec 0 Fen (35 Our S111 + ae perks) tha {> Under 
thts ipecious thewof fingular Ze: and ! SLY Bey 
mig the more ſecurely and comm oJiouſly 17: 
anige their private Luits, end purit: their ovely- 
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ſembiingin Religto ns for notwithitanding al the 
Temy ora! Advaniages we may gain thereby, they 
vill turcly prove Curics to us in the end, and not 
Blefkrgs 3 tor thy our Bickled Saviour 11 the for- 
mer part of this Chapter has ofcea repeated, that 
{uch Men have their Reward, yet thi cth] 5 Reward 
of theirs 15 to be a lndament, the Reward of Hy- 
pocrilie, and not 2 Bi-ing, appears from what he 
{ay's 11 the firſt Verie thereot, that th-y (hall hare 
no reward of cur Father whic h isin Heave: ”, and in 

the 239 Chapter ui ot, 14tihew, after having at 
large delineated the lc: rea ſandt'!y of the Serti'es ana 
Phari/ es, together with their pernicioas practices, 
and pro oenaced majiy 4 woe a; g att em for the ſame, 
concludes his Commination at the 33d Verſe, 11 thele 
words, ye [erperts, ye nenerttion 9 Vigcrs, how can 
ye eſcate the aumwatioiy ; of hel! 2 ; 

Thirdly, We may from hence learn to make 2 
duz Eſtimate of the rhi 'irgs of this World, to look 
upon them 35 the Biefings of God, and rece. vs 
them wit'i Thankioiving, b& 2r n2t fo to over- value 
them, as miy in theleaſft aiminith our Z<zi anc 
Aftect: 1905 TOW ards Heavenly things. And indeee, 
Wou'd | Men but feriot {ly end; -aVOUr tO OG! <n" and 
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aliprejud: Ce their Minds and hes ink _ 3 them 
Fives to tike a ſober and jidicious projipet . of 
> 0 . ; F ” 

things, the A ane ha ;t GraCcs, and oNriouy Re- 
wards 5 Chrifiianity would make {1013 121g 
$00 590g Impreffions on them, that rche!c carcht: 
EnjYments vwoluld poll: [s but a. narrow hare of 
thu Se CUoHnE, and it world bo ambarcey martyr 
LO Mate {tin aonein love's ith te Worid, tine 

it Ss £0 Teri tuade othicrs to (Cnounce it 5 and 
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x 0le 
Converi Iticn, and wounid- ea my induce them 15 
follow tizat ion 34 Adv: 1CEe of the Lea Irneq Kifion 


& 


Sanndey jor Vat V. hil=| they are cti2gent ar din- 
duftrious in their particular Callings © of this Lit te, 
they ſhould: by no means neglect or forge! thei: 
chick and general Cailto a better. 

Fourth!y, This will adminiſter great com: © rt to 
the poor ard diſtreſſed Servants of Tra z to. be 
afſured upon g00d grounds, no le!s thin the Mn 
of God himlclt ard the Ex: .mples of all Noe ihat 
the Righteous ſhall not be fortaken , that they ſhall 
never want the neceliaries of this Lite ; 2nd that 
whenloever theic things thall ceaſe, they thall en- 
ter Toes Joys unſpeakable and be Crown'd with 
everlaſting Giory : This conliccration will {ftge! 
their Fortitude and. c contirm their Patience, and 
keep thcir Minds creft under the moſt prelling Ad- 
verfities of Humane Lite. 

F: frity, The Fiith LeQure we may learn: from 
hence is that of Chattty to our Giftreſſed Brethren, 
ve ſhould be free ct our help and iparing of ous 
Ceniuizes, we thou! d givethat i ir m2y be given un- 


tous ; but we muſt not judge that t6 we our [elves 


may not be | e judged. 


_And that jeeing ma my Eigh- | 
teouvs Perſons may be for 2 while SuRercrs in this 
World, we ſhow'd contribute what ve can to their 
Relief and Comtorr ; for by thts MLatns We thall 
not oniy 4&2 waat becomes our Clritiin Protef 
ſion, and diichrge one great Dur Bl 7 J bt We 
ſhall EINE HOT ur to be Almooner; tn Aln; nnghry 
God, and Vintdicators of the * ne dc;icy, when 

we are Iallrumcental of fuilti!!i Ne {YOMNes: 0x 
thoſe that ſeek him, Tags 


* 


Sixtil; 


my LET > i) Bs I 
(Gio! \. LIL Lakest 
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On Nnthew VI. XXXiL 
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C 7-4 i },f 
"KETANE EST 


y an! 7.:./y, Seeing the many Infirmircies 
__ Ny ARES ET 1, which we arc encompalled, 
rg whici are ready todeiver us up to the Tyran- 
ct our de: raved Appetntcs ; we howd there- 
{ & Trequent iy | tek unto Lod by hamble and de 
out Prayer, without whole Powerful and Gra- 
cious Minuduction, all our endeavours of feckin 
tis Kingdom ard his Righteouſneſs will be fruit- 
els and 1nctiedtiunt We muſt leek God therefore 
if. we would: jcek is Kingdom, which if we fin- 
cerely do, he witli not. only condud us to etcrnal 
Felicity hereatier, but will cauſe theſe Temporal 
Bleitings to be added unto us; Forthe attainment 


where of, ler us humbly befeech Almighty God to 
- qualifie, diffol-. and ſanftife our hearts by the 


Operation of hrs Holy Spirit, for the fake of Chriſt 
Teſus our Lord, To whom be i{cribed all Honour, 
2d Tnankioiving hencetorth and 
For ever. © Arzen 


